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First Case of Severe Pulmonary Illness Following Vaping  

HAMILTON – Butler County General Health District (BCGHD) and the Ohio Department of Health 

(ODH) are investigating the first case of severe pulmonary illness among people who reported use of e-

cigarettes, or vaping in Butler County. Currently, there are no known links to a specific type of product. 

Ohio state health officials are reporting 15 cases and are investigating an additional 22 reports of 

individuals who experienced severe pulmonary illness following vaping (devices, liquids, refill pods, 

and/or cartridges). Cases in Ohio range from 16-26 years and all have been hospitalized.  

“We are seeing tremendous increase in vaping among youth. This is a public health crisis,” states Jennifer 

Bailer, BCGHD Health Commissioner.  

As these reports of severe pulmonary diseases indicate, vaping may be hazardous to your health. Lori 

Landis, Director of Nursing at BCGHD says, “There is a perception that vaping is safe. These reports of 

serious lung illnesses linked to vaping products show that this is simply not true.” 

Along with nicotine, e-cigarette aerosol that users breathe in can contain harmful and potentially harmful 

substances, including cancer-causing chemicals; heavy metals such as nickel, tin, and lead; volatile 

organic compounds which can adversely impact health; ultrafine particles that can reach deep into lungs; 

and flavorings, used to give a butter-like flavor linked to serious lung disease. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) are reporting more than 450 possible cases from 

33 states and 1 U.S. territory. According to CDC, patient respiratory symptoms have included: 

 Respiratory symptoms:  

o Cough, shortness of breath and/or chest pain 

 Gastrointestinal symptoms:  

o Nausea, vomiting, and/or diarrhea 

 Other symptoms:  

o Fatigue, fever and/or weight loss 

Anyone who thinks they may be experiencing serious breathing problems linked to vaping should 

go a doctor right away. Regardless of the investigation, e-cigarette products should not be used by 

youth, young adults, pregnant women, or adults who do not currently use tobacco products.  

More information on vaping is available on the BCGHD website- http://health.bcohio.us/ and ODH- 

https://odh.ohio.gov      
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